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Not all Christmas movies require an out-
cast reindeer, a talking snowman or good ol’
Saint Nick.

“Joyeux Noel” (French for “Merry
Christmas”) is inspirational and the perfect
holiday film.

Released in 2005, this historical movie
is based on true events that occurred during
World War I in December 1914. It tells the
story of how soldiers from France, England
and Germany decided to stop fighting on
Christmas Eve.

The movie’s theme is in its tagline:
“there can be no war without enemies.” The
so-called enemy soldiers ultimately relate to
one another and question the war’s purpose.

The German commander, Horstmayer,
realizes he frequently visits French Lieu-
tenant Audebert’s neighborhood, and prom-
ises to visit again once the war is over. It’s
unusual for officers to talk to the other side
in such a friendly manner, but this exchange
only adds to the flick’s charm.

As dialogue jumps among German,
French and English, the viewer realizes each
soldier has much in common. They want to
defend their country, but after months of
trench warfare, they start to regret their serv-
ice. Watching friends die on the battlefield,
many simply wished they could return home
to their families.

Though this movie is quite serious,
questioning the morality of war, it is also
lighthearted. An argument over ownership of
a stray tabby cat is comical. In that scene, a
Frenchman swears the cat is “Nester” while
the German believes he is “Felix.”

In real life, the cat in question was actu-
ally accused of spying and treason before it
was executed. Not even a cat was safe during
World War I, one of the bloodiest wars in
history.

The most memorable scene in “Joyeux
Noel” occurs when everyone sings Christmas
carols. It’s beautiful to realize the power that
music holds in unifying different people.

When the informal armistice occurs, sol-
diers exchange stories, drinks and play cards.
The men engage in a soccer match. They
laugh, brag about their wives, and com-
pletely forget they are supposed to hate the
other side.

A soldier returns a wallet that had been
lost in battle to its rightful owner, who hap-
pens to be his enemy. In an emotional mo-
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ment, we realize how much the soldier
missed his family and his only picture of
them.

They honor the dead by giving them
proper burials. After a day of friendship,
none of them want to resume fighting.

After word of this illegal truce gets to
authorities, many are removed from the mili-
tary and regarded as traitors. It was difficult
for the leadership to understand what the sol-
diers had gone through on the front lines.
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Entrepreneurial Certificate Program

Linking theory and practice, this credit certificate is designed
to prepare students to launch andfor grow a successful
business, small or large, profit or nonprofit. The certificate
program consists of the following four three-credit, skilled-
based courses:

Entrepreneurial Essentials
Entrepreneurial Marketing
Entrepreneurial Accounting
Entrepreneurial Business Plan

Non-Credit Programs

The Center provides a full range of non-credit
entrepreneurial courses for every stage of business growth.
The CES also houses our very successful Women-Owned
Business series developed by women, for women.

Offering support services for aspiring and existing entrepreneurs.
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They viewed their heroic actions as childish.

Rarely is there humanity in war. The
so-called Christmas Truce in World War I is
an event often ignored by history teachers
and society, though it deserves more recogni-
tion. It shows everyone has more in common
than we acknowledge. “Joyeux Noel” con-
tains a powerful message, and it is up to the
viewer to appreciate its beauty.
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The Incubator

According to the Small Business Administration, while only
31% of start-ups survive after seven vears, the percentage
increases to 87% for those start-ups that go through an
incubation process. Aspiring business owners who participate
in the incubator will have access to a modern office with
a locking door, phone and Internet access, the use of a
conference room and reception area and shared office
equipment. Prospective entrepreneurs will also have access
to additional support services, workshops and mentoring
providing a strong foundation to launch a new business.

For more information, contact
the CES Director at CES@mc3.edu
or call 215.461.1140.




