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News

An Afternoon at the Schuylkill River Festival

By Bonnie L. Mauger, Staff Writer

Oct. 10 — It’s raining outside and I'm
thinking, “not today.”

| can only hope the weather forecaster
is right. He predicts clear skies by the after-
noon.

Turns out he is right and | end up
spending a windy but rain-free and fun after-
noon at the Schuylkill River Festival.

The festival at Pottstown’s Riverfront
Park was situated across the street from South
Hall on Montgomery County Community Col-

lege’s West Campus. The event’s sponsors in-
cluded not only the college and borough but
also the Schuylkill River Heritage Area and the
Pottstown Mercury newspaper.

Jewelers, painters, photographers and
furniture makers were among the several arti-
sans featured at the event. From clothing and
candles to crystals and stoneware, there was
something for everyone to buy. Pottstown Pot-
tery made souvenir crocks with the heritage
area logo. Besides the crocks, there were sou-
venir T-shirts and tote bags.

College and community leaders who at-

tended the festival in-
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by Frank Hartwell , the Education I rogram Director
of Impact! Thrift Stores located in Montgomery
County.

" Hunger and
Homelessness
He | Awareness Week

Central Campus List of Events and Projects

“Faces of the Homeless "

Winter Outreach Kick-Off
College Hall Upper Lobby

Ilmd Hm ld Banquet”
Faculty/Staff Dining

Sign-ups for off-campus projects will be held
during the Poverty Fair dates at West and
Central campus. (Some spaces are available for
faculty and staff too!)

Men'’s Basketball Game
“Poverty Awareness Night”
(.\mn isium at 8 PM

cluded the event's

l"‘\l founder, former col-
lege Vice President
Dean Foster, who re-
cently retired from full-
time work but has
maintained a part-time
role to help the college
develop 140 College
Drive in Pottstown into
a Riverfront Academic
and Heritage Center;
college President Dr.
Karen Stout and Kurt
Zwikl, the executive
director of the
Schuylkill River Her-
itage Area. They re-
ceived proclamations
from Pottstown Mayor
Sharon Thomas,
Pottstown Council
President Stephen
Toroney, North Coven-
try Township Board of
Supervisors Chairman
Andrew Paravis, state
Sen. John Rafferty
and Patrick Beck, a
representative from
U.S. Rep. Jim Ger-
lach's office.

A Native Ameri-
can exhibit in which
young children
learned to dance with
hoops and a "Latino
Village" were among
the cultural exhibits at
the festival.

The college had
several booths to pro-
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An interactive Native American exhibit was part of
the festival’s activities.

vide information about the school and its trans-
fer programs with Albright College and Temple
University.

Face painting, a moon bounce and arts
and crafts were among the activities in the "Kids
Camp."

Many showed their enthusiasm for the
river and its beauty by kayaking or canoeing. Or
they biked along the Schuylkill River Trail.

Pottstown native John Comperson sat
on the riverbank and reminisced about how he
used to canoe the Schuylkill many years ago.
He and his wife, Elizabeth, have been married
52 years. He said that they were glad to see the
amount of progress in Pottstown.

As we chatted, | learned that Comper-
son had served in the Navy. | thanked him for
his service.

He was surprised to find out | was a
new student and encouraged me to continue
pursuing my studies.

At the West Campus, the "Scenes of
the Schuylkill" art exhibit hosted a reception in
the college gallery.

Overall, the river festival and art exhibit
made for an exciting day. Next year, | hope to
see you at the annual festival.



