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Entertainment/Awards

By Eric Baldwin
Staff Writer

In 1971 a Door closed forever;
or did it? Jim Morrison died just
in time it would seem; musical
history was at its peak, and like
Jimi and Janis, Jim went from
star to legend with his death.
The tragic end to the 60s, which
led to the all out confrontations
of the 70s was a powerful series
of events. In fact, it was so pow-
erful it almost seems that it was
planned that way.

1971.

Jim is dead.

The Doors are done.

The Doors are immortal.

Fast forward to 1978. A young
reporter for Rolling Stone,
Cameron Crowe, is noticing a
change in the culture of music.
Like a prophet, he sees the com-
petition and commercialism
destroying the soul of Rock. The
80s are inevitable. STD’s and
MTYV and the GOP all loom on
the horizon. The young inspira-
tion for “Almost Famous” was-
n’t the only worried observer,

though.

According to my source, self-
proclaimed music historian and
conspiracy theorist, Rob Tem-
pleton, the “supposedly” dead
Jim Morrison was gearing up to
perform again.

There was to be no hero’s
return. Rob observes, “It just
wouldn’t be Jim’s style.” Jim
would return incognito, but in
doing so he couldn’t resist drop-
ping some hints along the way.
In order to preserve the freedom
from his past life that death had
afforded him, Jim would have to
start anew. At this point he’d
already had seven years time in
which to undergo fairly exten-
sive plastic surgery. While,
according to Rob’s pictorial evi-
dence, he still looks similar, he
can pass as a new man.

Jim also needed a new identi-
ty. He couldn’t return as Jim
Morrison, and his band couldn’t
be the Doors. What then, the
curious reader may ask, is the
assumed name for this dead
man?

John Doe.
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The End?

John Doe, of course. And what
does John Doe name his new
group? What could classify this
variable, this unknown? In
1978, X was born.

Rob has been touting this the-
ory since the early 80s. Not only
has he originated this idea and
shared it with any willing audi-
ence, he’s gathered an abun-
dance of supporting evidence
throughout the last two decades.
To detail the fill scope of his
argument would take an entire
series of articles, so a brief sam-
pling of highlights will have to
suffice.

Perhaps Rob is at his most per-
suasive when he sticks to the
facts. John Doe is about as old
as Jim would be and does look
somewhat like him. In some
songs his voice sounds much
like Jim Morrison’s. In the “X
Files” movie, X performed a
cover of the Doors song “Crys-
tal Ship,” which was very simi-
lar to the original. Most inter-
esting, X was discovered and
produced by Doors band-mem-
ber, Ray Manzarek.

Rob is also struck with the
feeling that he is right about this
on a more spiritual or even
supernatural level. For example,
one night at a record store the
John Doe section was mysteri-
ously moved out of alphabetical
order and left right next to the
Doors. A lazy clerk, or a sign
from above?

Like all great conspiracy theo-
ries, while Rob knows he is
right, he hasn’t as of yet found
irrefutable proof. Furthermore,
as an aspiring investigative
reporter, I’ve studied the subject
extensively and formulated a
theory of my own.

Mr. Templeton has returned to
college after many years work-
ing in what we think of appre-
hensively as “the real world.”
He claims that he is now 35 and
has spent these many years
working in a warehouse as well
as in record stores. When people
meet Rob, though, they consis-
tently guess that he’s in his ear-
ly 20s. If so many could be off
by 15 years, why not 30?

In addition to Rob’s career as

a Montco student studying com-
munications, he works at Sam
Goody, is the station manager of
our college radio at WRFM and
is the lead singer in his own
band called Star II Sun. In fact,
there is even a Star II Sun song
in which Rob breaks to recite
“A Lament to My Cock” from
an old, worn book of poetry by
— you guessed it — Jim Morri-
son.

We must ask ourselves, is Jim
really stupid enough to sign
with an ex-band member, cover
a Doors song in a movie with
national exposure and call him-
self John Doe? No. It is just too
obvious. He would probably go
underground for a long time,
spend many years telling people
that Jim was somebody else and
then make his move on the
opposite side of the country
from California. We are all
unsuspecting fools!

The next time you see that guy
on campus who always wears
his leather jacket, even in the
heat of summer, don’t call him
Rob, call him the Lizard King.




